
The easy NO SEW way to beautiful 
Wave Top Curtains

I made these in an afternoon, believe me so can you
Just follow this simple guide and remember enjoy doing it.

That's half of what it's all about. The other half is
 enjoying showing them off.

Author: Lee Stevens

This ebook is the intellectual property of the author. Copyright all rights reserved.

The content of this ebook is not warranted for correctness, and is used by the reader at her/his will.
No other warranty is given for using the contents of this ebook.
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Introduction

Hi, my name is Lee Stevens and I have been involved with making, and fitting curtains and blinds for 
about 20 years.

In the last couple of years I have been building a website devoted to this subject. I have written lots of 
articles on how to make and the best way to fit and how to plan your window treatment project. All 
these articles on my site are available to read and use.

I have tried to make it as simple as possible to follow so everyone can have a go at creating their own 
beautiful window treatments. With that idea in mind I called the site:

window-treatments-made-easy.com  -easy.com  

Why did I write this ebook
I wrote this ebook “Easy make NO SEW wave curtains” to show you how easy it really is to create 
professional looking window treatments.

If you follow the simple step by step process I have laid out in this book. You will end up with the same 
results  as I have done guaranteed. 

Making beautiful window treatments does not have to be just for the professional designer or the 
accomplished sewer.

You do not need any sewing skills to make these curtains as there is no sewing involved (unless you 
want to). You will require a few things to get started. Checkout the “Getting Organized” page next.
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Getting Organized
Things you will need before you start

Below is a list of items you will need. Some you can borrow or buy for not very much. Read through 
the guide before you start to get an idea of what and how much you need. Make a shopping list if don't 
already have the things you need. The amount of  fabric you will need depends on your curtain size and 
if you have a patterned fabric. Don't worry about this there is a page that explains everything.  So all 
that's left is to say enjoy reading this guide, then enjoy using it to create your own “wave top” curtains.

Sharp scissors

Steel tape measure 

Long straight edge (I used a large spirit level)

Fusible web tape (stuff you use with an iron to hold up hem of skirt or trousers)
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Curtain fabric of your choice

Steam iron

Finally your pin hooks to hang your curtains 

Buckram header for the top of your curtains

The only thing you will need now is a clear kitchen or dining table which ever is the bigger to work on.

Keep it simple that's the way I like it :-)
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How much fabric will I need to make my 
wave top curtains

The first step
Before you decide how much fabric you need you need to decide what your going to hang your new 
curtains from. Is it going to be a rod/pole or a curtain track. 

If its already fitted then great that save some work. Let's assume for this example that we need to fit the 
curtain hardware. As a rough rule of thumb I fit the rod or track half way between the top of the 
window and the ceiling.  If there's a lot of space over your window and think to go half way would look 
odd. Then fix your rod or track a good 4 inches over the window.

Now to measure the width

Once you have your curtain hardware fitted over your window, you can now take accurate 
measurements. The first size you need to measure is the width of your track or rod. Your curtain track 
or rod should be 5 to 10 inches wider than your window frame each side. The wider the window the 
more you go out each side. For example a window 4ft wide then 5 inches either side would be good. If 
your widow is 8 ft then go out 10 inches each side with your curtain hardware.

The reason for the extra width is so that when you open your curtains they can pull back off the 
window. The meeting edges of your curtains can come a little way onto the glass area but not to much 
or it starts to make your room a bit to dark. 

Next measure your curtain length

If measuring curtains to hang from a rod/pole then start from the bottom of the curtain rod ring. Then 
measure down to where you want the curtain to stop. For example a few inches past the window sill. 
Maybe to just reach the floor and even sometimes to drape onto the floor (non working dress curtains 
usually). This measurement is called the “drop”

If measuring curtains to hang from a curtain track then start from the top edge of the track and measure 
down to where you want your curtain to finish.

www.window-treatments-made-easy.com

Page 4

http://www.window-treatments-made-easy.com/curtain-idea.html


Cutting your fabrics
Now you need to clear the dining room table or your curtains are going to be really big. Then work on 
the floor as long as its a hard surface and clean. You will only need a pencil or chalk to mark the cutting 
line on your fabric. Also your sharp pair of scissors for this step.

We will keep to our 6 ft wide rod example for this, So we will need 3 drops of fabric at 
93 inches long. If you are using plain fabric then simply cut 3 lengths at 97 inches (85 
inches plus 12 inches for hem turnovers).

If you are using patterned fabric then you would need 3 drop of fabric again. This time 
it would be cut at 97 inches long. (85 inches plus 12 inches for the pattern repeat). 

Laying out the first piece of fabric
Cutting plain fabric:

Lay out your fabric ready to mark and cut  then using your straight edge (my spirit level) 
mark a line across the fabric at 97 inches. Repeat this 3 times.

Then take one drop of your fabric and fold in half along the drop of the curtain. Then cut 
straight up the middle. This will give you the half width for each curtain.

That's it for the cutting of your plain fabric next step is putting it all together.

Cutting patterned fabric:

Lay out your fabric ready to mark and cut then using your straight edge (my spirit level) 
mark a line across the fabric at 97 inches. 
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The photo on the previous page shows you the pencil line across the fabric. I used my 
straight edge to do this line at 97 inches from the top. You can then cut along this line 
which will give you your first length of  fabric. Now you need to cut another 2 lengths 
of fabric.

Next lift up the first piece of  fabric and lay out more fabric. Then bring back your first 
piece of cut fabric and lay on top. Now you need to match the pattern by moving the top 
cut piece down the fabric until the pattern on the top piece is lined up with the pattern on 
the bottom fabric. You will probably have a few inches of fabric more at the top. You 
can cut this off by following the top fabric as your guide. 

Then you can cut the other end of the fabric underneath. You now have 2 drops of your 
curtain. Repeat the whole process again for the third drop of fabric.

in the picture above you can get the idea of how you line the large spots up on your top and bottom 
fabric. 

www.window-treatments-made-easy.com

Page 6

http://www.window-treatments-made-easy.com/curtain-idea.html


Then cut along the pencil lines. Repeating this a couple of times will give us the 3 drops of  
fabric we need for this example. If you look at the edge of the fabric you will see a row of letters. This 
usually gives you the design name. 

This repeats at intervals along your fabric. The distance between the rows of lettering is the pattern 
repeat of your fabric. This lettering only appears on printed fabrics like in the photo.

Then take one drop of your fabric and fold in half along the drop of the curtain. Then cut 
straight up the middle. This will give you the half width for each curtain.
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Putting it all together

how to join the widths
The first step in putting it all together is joining the full widths of fabric to the half widths of fabric. 

You will join the widths of  fabric using “wonder web” a fusible iron on tape that glues fabrics together.
Lay the fabrics patterned sides facing together. Then line up the side seams so they lye together  and 
insert a strip of wonder web between the side seams.  

Then press on with a hot steam iron this will glue the fabrics together. I use my dining table and put a 
couple of towels underneath. This join should be reasonably solid, but it will not put up with a lot of 
tugging. 
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So exercise some care when making and using your new curtains. Then fold over the two side seams 
you have glued together. Then glue down again with another strip of wonder web to double secure the 
seam.

Creating the side seams

The next step is to turn over the sides of your fabric First turn over one inch and press down then turn 
over one inch again. Then slip a strip of wonder web under the new turnover and press down again with 
a hot steam iron. Repeat this for the other 3 sides.

The dark background with circles is my ironing board cover. I just realised it 
makes things look confusing in the pictures....sorry :-)
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Creating the bottom hem

Creating the bottom hem is nice and easy. Fold over the fabric one inch and press down. Then turn over 
a further 3 inches and press down. Finally place a strip of wonder web under the top edge of the 
turnover and press down using a hot steam iron.

In this photo above you can see the hem folded and fixed over the side seam, All nice and neat.
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 Finally the top of your curtain

You need to turn over the fabric at the top of your curtain by 2 inches and press down. Then turn over 
again by 5 inches and press down. 

Next step is to wrap your 5 inch wide fusible buckram into the fabric. This is going to form your 
curtain header. The  buckram tape is stiffener that will give us a good shape to the top of our curtain. It 
is what will make the wave effect that we want. You will need as much as the width of both your 
curtains.

Then you need to press down the header with the buckram wrapped in with your steam iron. I 
recommend you press down both sides. Were getting close to finishing now the final step is to insert a 
strip of your wonder web under the bottom edge of your new header. This will hold down the header 
where it is folded over. See the photo on the next page. 
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The photo below is the finished curtain header ready to have the hooks put in. We need special curtain 
hooks for this job.  They are called “Pin hooks” I have put a photo of one on the next page so you know 
what your looking for.

You are now finished

That's it all made and ready to hang. These are super easy if you just take your time and follow the 
guide. The only thing left to do is hang them and for this you will require some pin hooks to do that 
job. So take a look at the next page to what they are and how to do that.
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Finally fitting your pin hooks
and hanging your new curtains

You will need to insert your pin hooks to the top of your curtain approx every 5 to 6  inches apart. Start 
with a pin hook about 2 inches in from one side and work your way across. Then finish off with the last 
pin hook 2 inches from the other side. Nearly forgot you need to make sure you end up with an EVEN 
amount of pin hooks in each curtain. This is critical to make them hang properly. You will see why 
when you come to hang.

If you find the last couple of hooks to close or to far apart then work your way back a few pin hooks 
along to even up the spacing.

Now to hang your new NO SEW wave curtains. You need to make sure before you hang your curtains 
that your decorative rod or track has an even amount of rings or hook gliders.

Next start to put your pin hooks into the rings or gliders. Making sure you have the right curtain hung 
on the right side. The half widths of curtain should be on the outside ends of your rod or track.

The stiff buckram header on your curtains will make hooking up your curtains a little awkward so take 
your time and bend it back and forth a bit.

Now you have your curtains all hooked up and hanging. The next job to do is to move the stiff header 
into position. To create the “Wave” effect we want we need push and pull the header back and forth. 
This creates the effect we need. 
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Almost forgot

After you hung and dressed your curtains you will need to tie them into their pleats for a few days. This 
is to “train” them to hold their pleats. This is very simple as I have in the photo below use strips of 
polythene or anything else to hand.  The fabric I used in these curtains hung very well straight away. 
Usually though it won't.

So you will need to tie more than one band around the bottom of your curtains. I usually tie one bottom 
, middle and top. Then leave for a few days. If they still don't hang as well as you would like then tie 
them up for a few more days. So there you have it all very simple just follow the guide step by step and 
you can't go far wrong.

Your beautiful new wave curtains

I really hope you take a little time out and use this guide to make a new roman shade for your own 
home. I have a page on my website where people who have made shades and curtains using my guides 
can then show then off to the world.

You can send me a digital photo and some comments on how easy or hard you found it to do. Maybe 
even do some tips for to help other people too follow. The great thing is your creation will have a page 
of it's own on the website. You can tell your family and friends to go and have a look even if they live 
to far away to come over to your house to see it.

Take a look below at a page someone else has done to get an idea of what it will look like. Don't worry 
about it being technical. It's really simple to do, so make your shade then show it off.

Click here to show off your new window treatment

See other peoples creations
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Want to get a new window treatment project 
every month to try for FREE

“You bet, ...hows that happen”

Well all you need to do is sign up for the monthly “Tips and advice newsletter” . Along with your new 
project you will get tips from me on making and fitting your own window treatments. Also I will post 
comments other people have sent in that are of interest. 

I will also list all the new pages on the site so you can take a quick look without going hunting. So just 
click on the link below to get some great stuff.

"Window treatments "Tips and Advice Newsletter"
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Are you a mom ?, Do you want to earn 
money while staying at home with the kids

I will let Michelle a hairdresser  tell her story about how she changed  her family's life for the better. 
You will be really surprised how ordinary people are using the internet to build new lives for 
themselves.

“My mom became interested in SBI! about a year after I started my first site. Since then she's been 
working on her own sites which are now bringing in a nice monthly income for her. Many people ask 
me about how I earn a living. They're all curious... lots of questions and a sparkle in their eye as they 
think about how they could do it too... and they could! In truth though, most of them don't. So seeing 
my mom go ahead and create her own success is incredible!"

 Michelle Schill
style-hair-magazine.com

Click here to read Michelle's full story

“My online success means so much more to me than money. The fulfillment I feel in my own life and 
the example I'm setting for my kids far outweighs the dollars (although dollars will always be 
welcome!). ;-) My boys are growing up with the knowledge that they really can achieve their dreams if 
they're willing to have faith in themselves and take action in their lives. Then all it takes is some 
dedication and hard work, which is easy to muster when you're doing something you love! ... Oh yeah, 
and SBI! of course."

 Michelle Schill
style-hair-magazine.com

Click here to read Michelle's full story

"I've said it before, and I'll most definitely keep saying it... Thank you Ken, for what you do and the 
way you care. I'm sure (with a bit of struggling) I could have gotten a website online without SBI! but 
there's a spirit to the Site Build It! community that takes the journey to a whole new level. Not just in 
terms of the site you create, but who you become and the LIFE you create in the process."

 Michelle Schill
style-hair-magazine.com

Click here to read Michelle's full story
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